
   
 

Four months update #activeEVS 
By Sandra 

 
Almost halfway through our EVS project – it's hard to believe that we're already that far in, the time has gone 
so fast – let me tell you a bit about what I have been up to. 
 
My hosting organization is a kindergarten quite near the Odra river where I work with three other volunteers 
from Portugal, Spain and Georgia. We each have our own group of kids with which we stay for most of the day, 
mine are three and four years old, but we are free to move within the kindergarten to visit the other kids and 
each other. 
 
Apart from regular meals and the younger kids' nap time, every day looks different. From more regular 
activities like dancing, going for walks, singing, learning the basics of English and German or simply playing 
with Lego, dolls and building towers to more special events like visiting museums or the Philharmony, having 
two chemists at the kindergarten who made stuff explode or singing for Santa Claus on December 6th to 
receive sweets from him, there is a lot that can happen in six hours. 
 
Additionally to following along with these activities and events we also take on a more active role and plan and 
implement our own activities. These can be connected to our cultural or small art projects or anything else we 
come up with, ideally fitting into what the children are learning about at the time. We mostly do these activities 
in our own groups, but we can also work together to do more complicated workshops. In December for 
example we were given the task to do activities surrounding ecology and the four of us decided to bake vegan 
cookies with one of the groups to show how easy it is to reduce the amount of animal products we consume to 
reduce the emission of greenhouse gases. I'm not sure how much of that message went across to the kids, but 
the cookies themselves and the whole process of baking them were definitely a success. 
 
But what about communication? Do I speak Polish? Well, I speak and understand a lot more than in the 
beginning, which was practically nothing, but it is still a daily struggle, especially since neither of the two 
teachers responsible for my group speaks any English. However with a lot of patience, gesturing and the 
occasional misunderstanding we usually manage the simpler issues, including my communication with the 
kids, and when there is more important information to get across, we can always use the help of an English 
speaking teacher or parent or a digital translator if no one is around in the moment. 
 
In the afternoon after the kindergarten, my day is often not over yet. Once a week we have Polish classes in 
small groups with other volunteers from our project and we meet regularly with our coordinator to check if 
everything is going the way it should be and to practice skills like public speaking and project planning among 
others. We also have the chance to participate in workshops and events organized by other volunteers or 
people from Szczecin and to organize our own workshops outside of the kindergarten. A few examples from 
last month: Our whole group was invited to a “civic gala” on December 5th, International Volunteer Day, there 
was also a whole weekend of workshops at POLITES dedicated to ecology, as well as different Christmas 
events like the Christmas market in the city center. 
 
Of course things don't always run smoothly, there are definitely ups and downs and as great as it is to be so 
immersed in another culture it can also be challenging at times. However, there have already been so many 
powerful, heart-warming, hilarious and eye-opening moments with surely more to come and I have met a lot of 
open, dedicated, caring, funny and inspiring people (adults and kids) along the way that, as cheesy as it 
sounds, it's worth it every day. 
 


