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INTRODUCTION: OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES IN 2018
In 2018 the European Intercultural Forum e.V. continued to run activities in line with the
organisation’s objectives, as follow:
1. To contribute to peaceful development in the Western Balkans and the South Caucasus
by strengthening the civil society and fostering democratic development
2. To provide intercultural learning experiences to youth and adults to enhance intercultural
tolerance and mutual understanding
3. To provide exchange opportunities to NGOs representatives to discover and promote
best-practices in international cooperation and peace education
Regional focus of activities was:
- European Union & accession countries
- Eastern Europe and the Caucasus: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Ukraine
Activities were financed project by project by:
- Erasmus+ programme of the European Commission
In 2018, the European Intercultural Forum e. V. involved directly 54 youth and social workers
representing different non-governmental organisations based in Europe and neighbouring
regions in its activities. The activities were financed by the Erasmus+ programme of the
European Commission.
Additionally, in 2018, the European Intercultural Forum e. V. provided placements under the
European Voluntary Service to 15 young people from Germany (departure in 2018,
independently of the volunteers performing a service in 2018 but who departed in 2017) to
non-profit non-governmental organisations based in the following countries: Armenia (3),
England (1), France (1), Georgia (2), Latvia (2), Luxemburg (1), Poland (4) and Slovakia (1).
In 2018, the board of the European Intercultural Forum e. V. was made of:
* Sebastian Schweitzer: President
* Hendrik Schlabitz: Vice-President
* Paul Schmidt: Treasurer
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1. IMPLEMENTED PROJECTS
1.1 International Volunteering Projects
In 2018, the European Intercultural Forum e. V. coordinated the European voluntary services
of 5 volunteers from Germany to other countries with the European Voluntary Service of the
Erasmus+ programme. The volunteers were sent to partner organisations working in the field
of youth work in Armenia and in Georgia.
Additionally the EIF sent volunteers from Germany to European Voluntary Services as a
partner organisation, see in Section 2 for the listing and description of these projects.
1.1.1 European Voluntary Service 2016-2018 “Discover the Caucasus - Volunteering
across Cultures 3 (bis)“ – Armenia and Georgia
Duration: 8-12 months with different departure dates
Venue: Dilijan (Armenia) and Rustavi (Georgia)
Funded by: Erasmus+ programme, German National Agency
Hosting organisations:
- Youth Cooperation Centre of Dilijan NGO, Dilijan, Armenia (2 volunteers, 8-12
months, from July 2017 to March/July 2018)
- SIQA – Georgian Association for Educational Initiatives, Rustavi, Georgia (2
volunteers, 8-10 months, from October 2016 to August/ September 2017)
The European Voluntary Service “Discover the Caucasus – Volunteering across cultures 3 BIS” brought 4 volunteers from Germany to get active in two different EVS hosting
organisations in Armenia and Georgia.
The project aimed to empower young people from Germany, Armenia and Georgia.
Specific objectives included:
– To strengthen interpersonal, intercultural and social competences of young people from
Germany, Armenia and Georgia
– To enhance the competences of young people from Germany, Armenia and Georgia in
taking an active role for societal concerns and in fostering social inclusion, equality and
peace
– To promote volunteering and active participation as a tool for personal and professional
development, thus for employability
Volunteers supported the work of the hosting organisations working with and for from
deprived urban and rural areas in Armenia and Georgia. This included:
– Preparation, implementation and evaluation of non-formal educational activities for youth
themes of European relevance, intercultural learning and/ or languages (workshops,
discussion clubs, movie screening’s, etc. depending on the interest of the volunteers)
– Preparation, implementation and evaluation of leisure activities for local youth (arts and
crafts, dancing classes, sport activities, role games – depending on the interest of the
volunteers)
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– Supporting the preparation, implementation and evaluation of youth-related researches
– Support to the hosting organisations with running activities and projects
– Promotion of volunteering and active participation in local schools, youth clubs and events
The EVS project features the following characteristics:
– it is centred on the volunteers’ needs and enhances their sense of initiative and
active participation: the volunteers are full actors of their EVS; they are not told what
to do and how to do it but are supported to shape actively the project, to bring in their
personality and ideas into the activities
– it is flexible and adaptable, it responds to the needs and wishes of the volunteers
over the duration of the service
– it is peer-to-peer: activities and learning take place with and for young people and
foster a lot of exchange among youth with different backgrounds

Volunteers at YCCD, Dilijan
1.1.2 European Voluntary Service 2018-2019 “Discover the Caucasus – Edition
4” – Armenia and Georgia
Duration: 12 months
Venue: Dilijan (Armenia) and Rustavi (Georgia)
Funded by: Erasmus+ programme, German National Agency
Hosting organisations:
- Youth Cooperation Centre of Dilijan NGO, Dilijan, Armenia (3 volunteers, 12 months,
from September 2018 to August 2019 and 1 volunteer for 5 ½ months in MarchAugust 2019)
- SIQA – Georgian Association for Educational Initiatives, Rustavi, Georgia (2
volunteers, 12 months, from September 2018 to August 2019)
The European Voluntary Service “Discover the Caucasus – Edition 4”, is the fourth edition of
our yearly volunteering project with the South Caucasus.
The EVS project “Discover the Caucasus – Edition 4” brings volunteers from Germany to get
active in two different EVS hosting organisation: Youth Cooperation Centre of Dilijan in
Armenia and SIQA – Georgian Association for Educational Initiatives.
The project aims to empower young people. Specific objectives include:
- To strengthen key competences of young people, especially civic, cross-social and
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intercultural competences
- To enhance active citizenship and social responsibility of youth
- To promote volunteering and active participation as a tool for personal and professional
development
Tasks of the volunteers include:
- Organising non-formal educational activities for children and youth on themes of European
relevant, intercultural learning or languages (workshops, discussion clubs, movie
screening’s, etc. depending on the interest of the volunteers and of local youth)
- Organising leisure activities for local children and youth (arts and crafts, dancing classes,
sport activities, role games – depending on the interest of the volunteers and of local youth)
- Supporting the hosting organisation with the running activities and projects
- Promoting volunteering and active participation in local schools, youth clubs, local events,
and online (e.g. blogging, websites of the sending/ hosting organisations)
- Supporting the dissemination and visibility strategy of the project (blogging, writing articles,
answering interviews, social media promotion, etc.)
- Learning the local language and participating in the life of the local community
Additionally tasks might be appointed in agreement with the hosting organisation and the
volunteers under the condition that they contribute to the project’s objectives and aims, as
stated above.
The volunteers attended a common preparation in 2018, including a 1-day preparation
working in Tbilisi before heading to their placement in Rustavi and Dilijan. They attend a
common On-Arrival Training and Mid-Term Meeting organised by SALTO-EECA in Georgia.

Volunteers in Association SIQA, Rustavi

Volunteers in YCCD, Dilijan
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1.2 International Training and Networking
In 2018, EIF implemented two educational programmes on social change and peace
education in the South Caucasus. Both programmes consisted of two residential international
training courses and involved youth workers, youth leaders, social activists and educators
resident in various countries in Europe and Eastern Europe and the Caucasus.
1.2.1 Training Laboratory: Designing Learning for Peace
Dates of the project: August 2017 – March 2018
Venue: Kobuleti and Misaktsieli, Georgia
Funded by: Erasmus+ programme, German National Agency
Overview of the activities:
• August – September 2017: e-learning module (4 weeks) on the competence
framework “Designing Learning for Peace”
• September 11-19, 2017: Residential Training Course held in Kobuleti, Georgia, to
explore the competence framework and looks at specificities of peace education for
young people
• October – November 2017: e-learning module (4 weeks) on developing training
sessions outlines for a 3-day peace education programme on empowering young
people to resist radicalisation and extremism, including peer to peer feedback
• December 4-12, 2017: Residential Training Course held in Misaktsieli, Georgia, on
training delivery for peace education programmes addressed at young people
• January – March 2018: follow-up events in the participants’ countries to make use of
learning outcomes by organising a short workshops on peace education with young
people.
Description
The project aimed to contribute to lower the radicalization that the EU and its neighbouring
countries are suffering by strengthening the competences of youth organizations and youth
workers to work systematically and consistently on peace education, more precisely on the
aspects connected to the radicalization.
Therefore, the youth workers and youth educators participated in two e-learning modules and
two training courses in Georgia strengthening their competences in educational programme
development and approaches to work with youth on the topic of de-radicalization.
The educational programme of the project were based on the experiences of the organizers,
partner organizations and experts involved in designing peace education activities and the
“Designing learning for Peace” Competence Framework on Peace Education.
Objectives of the project:
• To strengthen the competences of the youth workers and youth educators in
designing peace education workshops and training programmes focussing on
empowering young people to resist extremism and radicalisation
• To review the competence framework on peace education and develop
complementary educational materials for peace education addressing extremism and
radicalisation
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•
•

To develop educational guidelines for the creation of a peaceful and encouraging
learning environment
To strengthen and intensify transnational cooperation between the project partners
and translate it into sustainable implementation of peace education programmes
targeting extremism and radicalisation

The project included two e-learning modules, two residential training courses, and follow-up
events.
The project involved 54 youth and social workers from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia,
Ukraine, Latvia, The Netherlands, Spain and Germany.
Partner organisations involved in the project:
• Germany: European Intercultural Forum e. V. Berlin (lead)
• Armenia: Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly – Vanadzor
• Azerbaijan: Bridge to the Future Public Union
• Georgia: Academy for Peace and Development (hosting organisation of the
residential courses)
• Latvia: Humana People to People in Latvia
• The Netherlands: Spartak interdisciplinair platform voor Oost-Europa
• Spain: Fundació Catalunya Voluntària
• Ukraine: Bila Tserkva regional civic organization ‘Association ‘People’
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1.2.2 Youth, Peace and Change-Making – Strengthening Youth Capacities for Building
Peace
Dates: March 2018 – December 2018
Venue: Armenia, Georgia
Funded by: Erasmus+ programme, German National Agency
Hosting organisations: Academy for Peace and Development
Cooperation Centre Dilijan (Armenia)

(Georgia),

Youth

The project aimed at promoting the involvement of young people as key actors in
peacebuilding and change processes by enhancing capacities of youth-led civil society
organisations in developing and applying sustainable initiatives ensuring youth participation
at local level through youth peace advocacy.
Therefore, the project aimed at developing the competences of young activists and young
community through a combination of a distant learning programme, guided community
assessments and two residential training courses on youth empowerment and the
development of youth peace advocacy projects. As a result the participants are enabled to
guide young people in planning, monitoring and evaluation of youth-lead peacebuilding
initiatives on local level.
Objectives of the project:
• To develop the capacities of youth workers and young leaders for empowering young
people to take an active role in addressing community challenges through youth
advocacy, particularly for societal and identity-based conflicts
• To develop innovative approaches and concrete initiatives in forms of youth advocacy
projects for engaging young people in peacebuilding and change processes at local
level
• To strengthen the links and cooperation between civil society organisations in Europe
participating in promoting youth participation at local level
The project involved 54 youth and social workers from Armenia, Georgia, Ukraine, Belarus,
Sweden, Turkey, Poland and Germany.
Overview of the activities:
• April 2018: e-learning module (4 weeks) on youth empowerment and peacebuilding
• May 14-22, 2018: Residential Training Course held in Dilijan, Armenia, to explore
strategic approaches to peacebuilding, youth empowerment in the context of conflict
transformation and to prepare a community assessment
• July – September 2018: community assessment by the participants in their home
communities supported by an e-learning module on methods and approaches for
designing and conducting needs assessment on local level
• October 01-09, 2018: Residential Training Course held in Kobuleti, Georgia,
on supporting young people to plan needs-based and outcome oriented peace
initiatives on community level
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•

November – December 2018: follow-up events in the participants’ countries to make
use of learning outcomes by starting to plan youth peace initiatives with young people
in their home communities

Partner organisations
• Germany: European Intercultural Forum e. V. Berlin (lead)
• Armenia: Youth Cooperation Centre Dilijan (host of one residentidal training course)
• Belarus: Student Think Tank
• Georgia: Academy for Peace and Development (host of one residentidal training
course)
• Sweden: System&G SE
• Poland: Fundacja Studentow i Absolwentow Uniwersytetu Jagiellonskiego
BRATNIAK
• Turkey: Ucarli Genclik Dernegi
• Ukraine: Chernivtsi cell of allukrainian organisation “PORA!”

Residential Training in Dilijan, Armenia (May 2018)
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2. INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEERING PROJECTS IN PARTNERSHIP
In 2018, within partnerships in the field of international volunteering, 10 young people
residing in Germany were sent to voluntary projects abroad to:
England (1), France (1), Latvia (2), Luxemburg (1), Poland (4), and Slovakia (1) (in addition
to 5 other volunteers sent by the EIF as a coordinating organisation – see Section 1.1).
All in all, out of the 15 departures of European Volunteers to a service in a foreign country in
2018, we account:
• 60% of female volunteers, 40 % of male volunteers
• Average age of 19 years old at departure, ranging from 18 years old to 28 years old
• Average service duration of 9,9 months, ranging fro 2 months to 12 months
• 26,7 % of young people with fewer opportunities sent as volunteer
Returning volunteers in 2018 whose departure was done in 2017 accounted to 7 young
people.

2.1 Overview of partnership international volunteering projects of 2018
2.1.1 EVS 2018 at the Bratislava Volunteer Centre in Slovakia
Duration: 4 months (13.08.2018 – 13.12.2018)
Venue: Bratislava, Slovakia
Funded by: Erasmus+ Programme, Slovak National Agency
Hosting Organisation: Bratislava Volunteer Centre (BVC)
Volunteers: 1 volunteer from Germany
Topics: non-formal education, volunteering and active citizenship
2.1.2 EVS 2018-2019 at Association Polites, Kindergarten and Middle School in Poland
Duration: 10 months (01.09.2018 – 30.06.2019)
Venue: Szczecin, Poland
Funded by: Erasmus+ Programme, Polish National Agency
Hosting Organisation: Association Polites and local kindergarten, schools and
partner organisations
Volunteers: 3 volunteers from Germany in a group of 16 European volunteers
Topics: pre-school education, youth work, non-formal education
2.1.3 EVS 2018-2019 at the Institute St Joseph in Luxemburg
Duration: 10 months (01.09.2018 – 30.06.2019)
Venue: Betzdorf, Luxemburg
Funded by: Erasmus+ Programme, Luxemburg National Agency
Hosting Organisation: Institut St. Joseph (Yolande asbl)
Volunteers: 1 volunteer from Germany in a group of 3 European volunteers
Topics: children and youth with special needs, youth work
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2.1.4 EVS 2018-2019 at the Green Kindergarden in Poland
Duration: 10 months (01.09.2018 – 30.06.2019)
Venue: Wroclaw, Poland
Funded by: Erasmus+ Programme, Polish National Agency
Hosting Organisation: Kindergarten No. 121 “Green Kindergarten”
Coordinating Organisation: The Foundation of Social Integration Prom
Volunteers: 1 volunteer from Germany in a group of 16 European volunteers
Topics: pre-school education
2.1.5 EVS 2018-2019 at the CEMEA Franche-Comté in France
Duration: 10 months (01.11.2018 – 31.08.2019)
Venue: Besancon, France
Hosting organisation: CEMEA Centre (Centres d’Entraînement aux Méthodes
d’Education Active/ Training Centers for Active Educational Methods)
Funded by: Erasmus+ Programme, French National Agency
Volunteers: 1 volunteer from Germany in a group of 3 European volunteers
Topics: youth work, non-formal education, active citizenship
2.1.6 EVS 2018-2019 at the Zemgale NGO Center in Latvia
Duration: 2-12 months (01.08.2018 – 01.10.2018 and 01.09.2018 to 31.08.2019)
Venue: Jelgava, Latvia
Hosting organisation: Zemgale NGO Center
Funded by: Erasmus+ Programme, Latvian National Agency
Volunteers: 2 volunteers from Germany in a group of 3 European volunteers
Topics: youth work, non-formal education, active citizenship
2.1.7 EVS 2018-2019 at the ASHA Center in England
Duration: 10 months (01.10.2018 – 01.08.2019)
Venue: Gloucestershire, ASHA Center, England
Hosting organisation: ASHA Foundation
Funded by: Erasmus+ Programme, British National Agency
Volunteers: 1 volunteer from Germany in a group of 8 European volunteers
Topics: non-formal education, inter-cultural and inter-faith dialogue, community
development, active citizenship
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2.2 List of partnership international volunteering projects with a return in 2018
#

Hosting Organisation

Country

1

ASHA Foundation

England

2
3

Association Polites / Middle
School
Association Polites /
Kindergarten

Poland
Poland

4

Bratislava Volunteer Centre

Slovakia

5

Hungarian School Association
in Austria

Austria

6

Association Musikado

France

7

Yolande asbl/ Institute St.
Joseph

Luxemburg

13

Dates oft he
service
01.10.2017 –
01.08.2018
01.09.2017 –
30.06.2018
01.10.2017 30.06.2018
01.09.2017 –
01.03.2018
01.09.2017 –
01.03.2018
01.09.2017 30.06.2018
01.09.2017 30.06.2018

Duration
(in month)

Number of
volunteer(s)

10

1

10

1

8

1

6

1

6

1

10

1

10

1

