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By Hannes 
 
Hello again, 
 
though this is the shortest month of the year there was a lot happening here in my life. 
 
First of all I went for vacations to Spain, where I met up with some old friends from Germany and 
spend an amazing week in the sun and warmth. 
 
Directly the day after I arrived back here in Besançon I went to the mid-term-training in a lovely 
small city called Sommières. The city is located in the south of France (about one hour by bus 
from Nimes). 
 
Normally this training ought to take place approximately after the first half of the voluntary 
service but for me it took place earlier because the other two volunteers with whom I spend my 
EVS, already passed the half of their time and it was logistically easier to arrange. As opposed 
to the on-arrival-training, the mid-term-training was completely in French, which was challenging. 
The focus of this training laid upon the Youthpass and the preparation of our return (Picking up 
our old lives, studies etc.).  
 
For those who have never heard of it, the Youthpass is a certificate you can obtain if you wish 
so, while doing an EVS to show the competences you have acquired during your time abroad. 
The thought behind this is that you acquire a certificate to validate your EVS in regards of your 
professional career. Though this is not a diploma, it is nonetheless taken into account in a lot of 
enterprises. Even though I already talked with EIF about the Youthpass, the seminar helped a 
lot, particularly in regard of the required preparation.  
 
Speaking of help, the seminar also helped me to structure the rest of my time here in France, 
regarding my personal objectives and my preparation for applying for work and university. In 
addition to that, I overcame there the feeling of „being stuck“. 
 
Besides this I had an amazing time with all the other volunteers from all across Europe. 
 
After my mid-term-training I had two days of break until I started to travel again, this time to Dijon 
to attend my BAFA 1 with the CÉMEA. The BAFA in general, is a training course, which, when 
successfully completed, allows you to be a qualified “animateur” (youth worker/ youth leader)  in 
a holiday camp. In order to complete the BAFA training, you have to pass successfully three 
parts: first of all the theoretical one, that concerns the all the things you need to know about 
youth leadership and facilitation and problem-solving-skills with children and teenagers. The 
second part of the BAFA is a 14 days-long internship in a youth camp or a day care centre for 
children. The third and last part of the BAFA concerns again other theoretical aspects of youth 



work. 
 
Even though this might sound quite boring, I had a lot of fun, because the CEMEA presented the 
information with their methodologies of modern non-formal education. This meant for example 
that we did the exercises (interactive “gaming” methods) and reflected afterwards about the 
possible targeted groups, required materials, transfers to other contexts and much more. 
 
And with this, February has already passed finished! 
 

 
The lovely city Sommière as seen from the citadel 

 
A small insight into a seminar-session 

 
Our group of volunteers 

 
 
 
 
 
       
 


